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A Statewide Wind Permitting Process – HB 1821
Wind in North Carolina.   

· North Carolina has excellent wind resources in both western and eastern parts of the state – easily enough to power 1.5 million homes – and that’s not counting offshore wind resources.  
· Wind is one of the lowest cost renewable energy resources.
· Wind can be developed in a responsible way that does not negatively impact the environment or the state’s tourism economy. 

Why NC needs a wind permitting process.

· Currently in NC there is no comprehensive oversight of private wind developments or requirement that a wind developer address environmental or community concerns when siting a wind project. 
· Modern utility-scale wind power facilities can be quite large, involving several turbines the height of a football field.  

· Many counties with strong wind resources do not have any zoning regulations or the capacity to evaluate the impacts of a large scale wind development. 
· A statewide permitting process would provide assurances that wind projects are sited in a responsible way that is compatible with the state’s goals. 

Key components of a permitting process.  
· Wind developers proposing a project in any part of the state would be required to obtain a siting permit from the state. 
· As part of the application, wind projects would undergo an environmental review similar to that required by the State Environmental Protection Act. 

· Wind projects would be required to meet certain siting standards, such as setbacks from property lines, pre-construction bird and bat surveys, and avoidance of certain viewsheds, such as within view of the Blue Ridge Parkway.  The siting standards would be determined by a technical advisory committee made up of local experts and stakeholders. 

· Small and medium wind energy systems could be regulated through local wind siting ordinances or a minor permit at the state level. 

· Wind projects would still be required to meet any local, federal or state siting or zoning regulations. 

For more information: 

Elizabeth Ouzts, Environment North Carolina, 919-833-0015

Erin Kimrey, NC Conservation Network, 919-857-4699 x107

Renewables and Efficiency Portfolio Standard

What is an REPS?
The Renewables and Efficiency Portfolio Standard (REPS) is a flexible, market-driven policy that requires a minimum percentage of our utilities’ electricity sales come from renewable energy and more efficient energy use. An REPS policy ensures a minimum amount of renewable energy will be included in each electric utility’s “portfolio” of energy resources, and over time a REPS policy redirects our electric utilities onto an economically responsible and sustainable energy path.

Why REPS?
With new coal and nuclear power plants on the state’s horizon, and global warming threatening our children’s future, the time to implement these solutions is now. Over the next two years, our state will make critical decisions on how we produce, use and pay for electricity. Using renewables for electricity production combined with increased efficiency in factories, offices, schools, and homes, North Carolina can meet 20% of its electricity demands by 2020 through an REPS law. North Carolina currently imports 100% of the fuel used to produce our electricity, despite our tremendous in-state solar, wind, hydropower and biomass resources.

Why now?
Through NCSEA’s continuing involvement at the Utilities Commission we have learned that energy efficiency and renewables are better for our wallets, health, economy, security and environment, while coal and nuclear power are only better for Duke Energy and Progress Energy’s profits. One year ago, with the participation of NCSEA and the utilities, our Utilities Commission led a non-biased study that found we have abundant renewable resources and untapped energy efficiency solutions that would cost less to develop than building new coal power plants. Duke Energy’s lawyers then flip-flopped, arguing the Commission should not consider the study’s results in deciding whether to charge us nearly $4 billion for a new “clean coal” power plant! It is time for change. We have no time to waste. 

What are the benefits of REPS?
By requiring a portion of our electricity be produced from renewable energy, a robust marketplace for clean technologies will blossom, bringing the cost of clean energy down even faster for all of us. By passing an REPS into law, our legislature will create more jobs in more counties, create higher wage jobs, reduce our contribution to global warming, save the average electricity customer money, reduce risks of energy prices and climate change to our growing business community, and provide greater security through energy independence. Duke’s and Progress’ proposals pale in comparison and will cost us more in the end.

Where would the energy come from?
We have abundant renewable energy resources across our 100 counties, including all types of solar energy, wind power, methane from landfills and wastewater treatment, swine waste using superior technologies, small hydropower, tidal and wave energy, geothermal energy, solar hot water, clean wood waste, and using hydrogen and waste heat that comes from renewable fuels. 

How would an REPS work?
If passed, the REPS preferred by NCSEA would require Investor-owned electric utilities to meet a minimum of 20% of North Carolina’s electricity demand with efficiency measures and new renewable power sources by 2020. The utilities would meet this requirement by purchasing Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) through a REC marketplace. By 2020, renewables would account for 7% to 10% of our electricity generation, with another 10% to 13% displaced by energy efficiency solutions. The REPS would be phased in, meaning new renewables and energy efficiency solutions increase by up to 2% per year, beginning in 2008.


For more information about North Carolina Solar Center programs, go to 

www.ncsc.ncsu.edu  
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